Court of Honor Script

Originally prepared by Joe Trabucchi 2010
Cast:

· MC  = TBD
· SPL = Joe T
· Chaplain Aid = 
· MC#2 (for merit badges) = 
Notes:  Things to gather before the COH: 

· Email chaplain aid to prepare him for prayer

· Email Advancement Chair to get a list of the merit badges to be presented
· Email patrol leaders about providing a color guard for opening and closing ceremony

· Email SM, Committee Chair to inquire if there are any expected special guests or speaking spots they will need.
· Email SPL to find out if this format is ok.  The flow uses an MC heavily to control pace vs SPL doing all the talking.  

· This script calls for SPL minute (in the closing remarks section), does SPL want to do one or not?

· NOTE: Make sure you setup and extra candle to present the light of scouting during the ceremony and use it to light all the other candles.

SCRIPT FOR COH BEGINS HERE

MC:  Welcome scouts, scouters, and parents to our fall court of honor.  My name is <MC> and I’ll be your MC for this court of honor.  
MC: Would you all please rise for our opening ceremony.
1. Presentation of the Colors

MC: Would the color guard please prepare to present the colors.

MC:  Color Guard, to your posts and retrieve the colors.

ACTION: Color Guard: Color Guard, picks up the flags and waits.

MC: Scouts salute. Color Guard Advance!

ACTION: Color Guard: Color Guard advance and post the colors.

ACTION: Color Guard: (Present colors)

MC: Please join me in reciting the pledge of allegiance

(Lead Pledge of Allegiance)

MC: Scouts “too.”

(still standing…)

MC: Please join me in reciting the Scout Oath & Law.

MC: Scouts too. 
MC: Color Guard dismissed.   
MC: Please remain standing at this time for our opening prayer.

2. Opening Prayer

MC: I’d like to call on <Chaplain Aid Name>, our Chaplain’s Aid to please lead us in our opening prayer.  

ACTION: Chaplain Aid: comes to stand in front of the crowd
(prayer)

Philmont Opening Prayer

God, our father, we thank you for the beauty of the earth, for the

food we eat, and for the comforts we enjoy. Help us to love

others more, to be concerned with the problems of our day, and to

understand Your will in our actions. Grant us the strength to live

wisely and well, to be worthy users of Your creation, and ready

and willing workers for the causes of Goodness. AMEN.

MC: Thank you <Chaplain Aid Name> – everyone please be seated.

3. Introductions (optional)
(read only if special guests are known and present)

Introduce any special guests (optional)

MC:  I’d like to welcome a few special guests we have in the audience tonight.  I’ll ask you to please rise briefly as I call you names:

·  XXX
MC:  Welcome again to all of you and we are glad you are here to celebrate with us this evening.
4. Lighting the “Light of Scouting”      [image: image1.png]



MC: I would now like to call our Senior Patrol Leader, <SPL NAME HERE> to come forward to begin our formal ceremonies.  

SPL:  Thank you MC.  
SPL:  When a boy becomes a Boy Scout, there is within him something that we call Scout Spirit.  When lit, this single candle here before us represents that spirit.  Because the Spirit of Scouting embodies the principles of the Scout Oath and Law, it becomes a shining light to inspire us all.  Alone, this light may seem feeble, but when multiplied by millions of  boys in Scouting around the world, it is powerful force for good in our world.
ACTION: SPL lights the single candle used to light all the others.
SPL: Now that we can see things in the proper light, we’ll start off our court of honor with something fun!  So I would like to call up the X Patrol to do their skit!
5. SKIT  (X)
6. Special Awards

SPL: And now to begin our awards presentations.  First, we would like to present some special awards and patches, which the boys have earned since our last court of honor:
1. Mr T 

2. Mr. M 

3. Mr. D etc. 
SPL:  Now I’d like to call up the (Y Patrol to be named) to do their skit
6. SKIT (Y Patrol)

7. Awarding of Merit Badges
SPL: I would like to call up my merit badge ceremony helper  <NAME OF MB PRESENTER MC#2>, who will be assisting me in reading the descriptions of each merit badge as they are presented. 
SPL: Boy Scouts can earn any of 131 different Merit Badges in areas ranging from Art to Kayaking and from Camping to Search and Rescue. To earn a Merit Badge, a Scout picks a subject and reads the Merit Badge Book. A Scout develops his skills and  knowledge. When he is ready, his Merit Badge Counselor tests him. Today we are awarding a number of Merit Badges, which represent a lot of hard work by our scouts.
MC #2: Announce the merit badge and Read description of merit badge


Ex. Art – bla, bla, bla

SPL Call up each Scout individually to receive that badge
SPL shake the Scout’s left hand.

SPL: Lead applause for each Scout.

(repeat for all merit badges)

SPL:  I’d now like to have to Z patrol come up to do their skit please.

8. SKIT (Z)
9. Awarding of Rank Advancements

SPL:   Next, we will recognize those Scouts who have earned Rank Advancements.  In recognition of the support that each family provides to their son, our troop also presents rank pins to the Scout’s mother. Her pin is worn during special Scout occasions.   It is also our tradition that each scout hugs his parent after the pinning is complete.
The Boy Scouts of America recognizes your achievements by awarding badges of rank. The first 4 are Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class. Next come Star and Life. The highest rank is Eagle.
Scout Rank
MC:  ACTION: Light the first candle for Scout.

SPL:  The first rank is scout rank.  Throughout the year we have the pleasure of welcoming new Scouts to our Troop.  When each new boy joins the troop, he is encouraged to quickly earn the Scout Rank.  To do this, a boy must learn the Boy Scout Oath, Promise and Law as well as the Scout Sign, Salute, and Handshake.

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who have joined our Troop and earned the Scout Rank since the last Court of Honor. 

Please come forward with your parents as your name is called.

If there are Scout class ranks to present:

· Call each new Scout (if there are any) and their parents come forward.

· Present the awards and pins.

· Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

· Please join me in welcoming _____________! Lead applause.

Tenderfoot Rank
MC: ACTION: Light the second candle, for the Tenderfoot Rank.
SPL: Tenderfoot!  Tenderfoot requirements offer a taste of the great adventures awaiting you in Scouting and can give you the basic skills you'll need to begin taking part in those adventures. You met many challenges in earning the Tenderfoot badge and are to be congratulated.

If there are Tenderfoot class ranks to present:

· Call each Tenderfoot recipient (if there are any) and their parents come forward.

· Present the awards and pins.

· Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

· Lead applause for each Scout.

Second Class Rank

MC: ACTION: Light the third candle, for the Second Class Rank.

SPL: Second Class.  To earn Second Class, a Scout must learn how to use a map and compass, how and when to build a campfire, and to safely use pocketknives and wood tools. Second Class Scouts have proven their abilities in camping, first aid, and swimming, and other Scout skills.

If there are second class ranks to present:

· Call each Second Class recipient (if there are any) and their parents come

· forward.

· Present the awards and pins.

· Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

· Lead applause for each Scout.

First Class Rank
MC: ACTION: Light the fourth candle, for the First Class Rank.
SPL:  First Class.  The founder of Scouting, Lord Baden Powell, said that all Scouts should earn First Class.  Now you have tested yourself even more. You have tried greater adventures and practiced your Scout skills many times. With your confidence and knowledge you now have, people will expect more of you, and you will expect more of yourself. You are prepared to be more of a leader in your patrol, your troop, and your community.

If there are frist class ranks to present:

Call each First Class recipient (if there are any) and their parents come forward.

Present the awards and pins.

Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Star Rank

MC: ACTION Light the fifth candle, for the Star Rank.
SPL: As you earn your Star Rank, you have more freedom to choose the directions that interest you. The focus shifts from basic Scout skills to earning the first six merit badges you will need for Eagle. Requirements now include service to others. The Star Rank also requires the Scout to be active in his troop for at least four months. Of course, you may take

longer if you wish. In addition, the Star Scout must serve his troop in a position of leadership for at least four months and take part in at least one service project.

If there are Star ranks to present:

· MC Notes: Call each Star recipient (if there are any) and their parents come forward.

· Present the awards and pins.

· Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

· Lead applause for each Scout.

Life Rank

MC: ACTION: Light the sixth candle, for the Life Rank.

SPL: The Life Rank is one of the rarest ranks. This is the last rank before Eagle. You could complete your Eagle Rank now in as few as 6 months. We congratulate you and encourage you to reach for that next step. You have earned more than half of the merit badges required for Eagle. The Life Rank also requires the Scout to be active in his troop for at least six months, serve his troop in a position of leadership for at least six months, and take part in at least one service project.
If there are Life ranks to present:

· Call each Life recipient (if there are any) and their parents come forward.
· Present the awards and pins.

· Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

· Lead applause for each Scout.

Eagle Rank

MC:  ACTION: Light the seventh candle, for the Eagle Rank.
SPL: The Eagle Rank is Scouting's highest award. Only a small percentage of Scouts have ever reached this lofty goal. The Eagle Rank is presented in a special Eagle Scout Court of Honor and not here this evening.  But we light the candle to remind us of what we all can someday achieve.  
SPL: This concludes our rank ceremony.  Let’s give everyone who achieved a new rank tonight a big hand for all their hard work.

(applause)

SPL:  I also look forward to seeing many of you others up here in the future to celebrate your accomplishments soon!
11. Announcements

SPL: Before we conclude this Court of Honor, we want to draw your attention to a couple of key upcoming events and make some announcements:
· Mr. Barrows – Battleship Cove
· Mr. Trabucchi – Public Speaking Merit Badge

· Other?

12. Scoutmaster Minute
SPL: I’d like to now call up front, our adult leader Mr. M to share with us a scoutmaster minute.
13. Closing SPL Remarks  (optional)
SPL:   SPL offers the optional Senior Patrol Leader’s Moment.

14. Closing Vespers

MC: Thanks SPL for leading us in another court of honor.  At this time, I would  invite <Chaplain Aid Name> up again to please lead us in our closing benediction.
Chaplain Aid:  Please join me in saying the Scout Vespers prayer that is printed on your agenda.
(read vespers)

15. Closing Ceremony (Retiring of Colors)
MC: Thanks to all for attending our ceremony tonight.  We will now close our ceremony by retiring the colors.  After the flags are retired, please join us for refreshments.

MC: Please rise for the retiring of the colors.  

MC:  Color Guard, to your posts to retrieve the colors.
Color Guard: Color Guard, retrieve the colors.

MC: Scouts salute. Color Guard retire the colors.
MC:  Color Guard Dismissed.

